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become soiled with such infected droppings. Other healthy susceptible chicks partake of the polluted feed and water and quickly develop the disease.
Fortunately most infected chicks die, for those chicks that have the disease in a mild form and recover frequently act as carriers and live to lay infected eggs the following year. In old hens the germs become lodged in the ovaries where they live and serve to infect the forthcoming eggs. When such eggs are placed in an incubator, many of them hatch and the chicks are infected at birth. This is one of the very few diseases that may be considered inherited. The newly-hatched infected chicks soon become sick and the bowel discharges infect other birds. One-half dozen of such chicks may cause the loss of many more by the contamination of the brooder-house floor, feeding, or drinking utensils.
Treatment
There is no treatment for birds infected with this dis-^ ease. The chicks have little or no resistance and quickly succumb to the infection. Many drugs and chemicals are offered to put in the drinking water, but their value is questionable.
When the first signs of trouble appear, all the sick birds should be destroyed or removed from the flock. It is sometimes suggested that the remaining healthy birds be kept in small groups, so that if the disease breaks out in one group it will not spread to another and thus help to reduce the losses. Whenever practical, this should be tried. If another brooder-house is available, the birds should be transferred while the first one is being cleansed and disinfected. All the drinking and feeding dishes should be cleaned and scalded very carefully. If desired, potassium permanganate may be put in the drinking water as an antiseptic, but not a cure. At best, control measures are often very unsatisfactory. The losses are heavy if the disease has been allowed to gain a foothold. The owner should resolve